JURORS (IRELAND). — (CROWN SOLICITORS' RULE FOR 
GUIDANCE IN IMPANELLING.) 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, 
dated 17 March, 1894 \—fvr 


RETURN of Copt of Rule for Guidance of Crown Solicitors in Ireland in relation 
to the Impanelling of Jurors. 


( Mr. John Morley. ) 


Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
17 March, 1894. 


DUBLIN : 

PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 

BY ALEXANDER THOM 3s CO. (LIMITED). 

And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
Hodges, Figgis, and Co. (Limited), 104, Graftal-street, Dublin : or 
Eyre and SroinswoonE, East Harding-street, Fleet-street, E.C. : or 
John Mexzies and Co., 12, Hanover-street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile-street, Glasgow 
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RULE for Crown Solicitors (Ireland) in relation to Jurors. 


The following Rule has been now issued to Crown Solicitors in substitution for 
the'Rule heretofore in force. 

The Crown Solicitor shall procure from the Sheriff some time before the day 
appointed for the commencement of each Assizes, a true list of the jury 
summoned ; and for the purpose of duly exercising the right of the Crown 
to direct jurors to stand by, and, if need be, to challenge for cause, the 
Crown Solicitor shall make due inquiries in reference to the persons sum- 
moned ; and when in any case he shall have sufficient reason to believe 
that any person coming to be sworn as a juror, is open to challenge for 
affinity to the person on trial, partiality, bodily or mental infirmity 
rendering him unfit to serve as a juror, or other sufficient ground on 
which a challenge for cause, if made, could be sustained, he shall direct 
such juror to stand by. He shall also, in the exercise of a duo discretion, 
direct to stand by all such persons as he shall have reason to believe are 
likely to be hindered from giving an impartial verdict, by favour towards 
the accused, or fear of the consequences to their persons, property or 
trade, although same may not admit of legal proof ; and (in the discharge 
of this duty) the Crown Solicitor will not interfere unless the circum- 
stances of the case require it, and will then act with due care and caution, 
hut also with promptness and decision, and. if time permit, should consult 
the leading Crown Counsel in the case. In all cases of peculiar local 
excitement in any particular town or district of the county, it. will be 
prudent, if the panel permit, to set aside all persons returned from such 
locality. 

In making the inquiries hereinbefore directed, the Crown Solicitor shall 
not inquire into the religious or political opinions or the calling of any 
juror ; and no person shall he directed to stand by on account of his 
religious or political opinions, or of his calling. 


Rule heretofore in force for which the above Rule is substituted. 

The Crown Solicitor shall procure from the Sheriff some time before the day 
appointed for the commencement of each Assizes a true list of the jury summoned ; 
and for the purpose of duly exercising the right of the Crown to direct jurors to stand 
by. and, if need be, to challenge for cause, the Crown Solicitor shall make duo inquiries 
in reference to the persons summoned : and when in any case he shall have sufficient 
reason to believe that any person coming to be sworn as a juror, is open to challenge 
for affinity to the person on trial, partiality, bodily or mental infirmity rendering him 
untit to serve as a juror, or other sufficient ground on which a challenge, if made, could 
be sustained, he shall direct such juror to stand by : and he shall also, in the exercise of a 
due discretion, direct to stand by all such persons as he shall have reason to believe are 
likely to be hindered from giving an impartial verdict, by favour towards the accused, 
fear of the consequences to their persons, property or trade, or other improper motive 
although same may not amount to a legal ground of challenge, or may not admit of legal 
proof; and in the discharge of this duty the Crown Solicitors will not interfere unless 
the circumstances of the case require it, and will then act with due care and caution, 
but also with promptness and decision, and, if time permit, should consult the leading 
Crown Counsel in the case. In all cases of peculiar local excitement in any particular 
town or district of the county, it. will be prudent, if the panel permit, to set aside all 
persons returned from such locality. 


D. HARREL, 

Dublin Castle, 

February, 1894. 
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